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Marijuana Legalization as a 
Social Justice Issue 

 

For decades the main government approach to drug policy has been through law enforcement, a 
“war on drugs” that fills courts and prisons while doing little to reduce drug use. Recently popular 
support has been growing to legalize cannabis (marijuana), removing it from the class of drugs for 
which individuals can be prosecuted, and New Jersey may soon join other states where recreational 
use has been legalized or decriminalized. But this leaves many questions unanswered. How will we 
address the legacy of marijuana prosecutions? Does marijuana legalization challenge the dominant 
approach to drug policy or leave it in place? Is it time for a new and more just approach to drug 
policy?  Please join us as we present a leading expert who will try to address these questions. 

Thursday, April 12, 2018, 2:00 – 3:15 pm 
Cheng Library Auditorium, William Paterson University 

 

        
Co-sponsored by the Office of the Provost, , the Cotsakos College of Business, the College of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, The Department of English, and the Asian Studies Program. 

Tess Borden is a Staff Attorney at the American Civil 
Liberties Union of New Jersey, where she works on 
a range of civil rights and civil liberties issues. Prior 
to joining the ACLU-NJ, Tess was the Aryeh Neier 
Fellow at the National ACLU and Human Rights 
Watch (HRW). She is author of the 196-page 
ACLU/HRW report Every 25 Seconds: The Human 
Toll of Criminalizing Drug Use in the United States. 
Tess has also worked for the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions, the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia in The Hague, Netherlands, 
and HRW’s West Africa Division in Dakar, Senegal, 
as well as spending time before law school as an 
immigration paralegal. 


